
 

 
PO Box 544, Canberra ACT 2601          • Phone: 02 6229 3201 

ABN: 74 830 219 723          • email: admin@npaact.org.au   

 

Mr Simon Corbell 
Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

ACT Legislative Assembly 

Canberra        ACT 2601  

 

Dear Mr Corbell 

 

On 9
th

 May 2007 you were kind enough to meet with representatives of the National 

Parks Association of the ACT to discuss our concerns that new fire trails were being 

considered for Stockyard Spur and Orroral Ridge in Namadgi National Park. On 14 May 

you wrote to the Association undertaking that a revision of the Strategic Bushfire 

Management Plan would include consideration of the need for these fire trails; that the 

process for revision would be available shortly for stakeholder review; and that NPA 

would be invited to participate. Further you stated that this review would be 

substantially completed by the end of July. 

 

As of this date, we have heard nothing regarding this review process, nor has our 

participation in any review been arranged, despite the fact that over 6 of the 10 weeks 

set aside have elapsed. Further, we understand that any such review is now being 

couched in terms which embed the building of the new fire trails in the SBMP. 

 

We are seriously disturbed by what appears to be a lack of good faith in following 

through with your promise to involve the community and a failure to enter into the 

review process with an open mind.  

 

We ask you to note that, as time passes, there is increasingly serious community concern 

about the handling of this issue among other member groups of the Conservation 

Council of the South East Region and Canberra. The council therefore joins NPA ACT 

in asking you to confirm that your earlier promise of a fair and open community 

consultation will be acted upon and in a time frame which allows community groups 

sufficient time to consider and respond to the next draft of the SBMP.  

 

We seek your urgent response to this letter as we believe decisions are being made 

which may lock the government into expensive, unnecessary and deeply unpopular fire 

trail construction without proper consideration of alternatives which have emerged since 

the 2003 planning process. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Christine Goonrey   Trish Harrup, Executive Director 

President    Conservation Council of South East Region  

NPA ACT    and Canberra 

28 June 2007 


